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Synopsis

Abraham Lincoln stood out in a crowd as much for his wit and rollicking humor as for his height. This
Newbery Medal-winning biography of our Civil War president is warm, appealing, andA A illustrated
with dozens of carefully chosen photographs and prints.Russell Freedman begins with a lively
account of Abraham Lincoln’s boyhood, his career as a country lawyer, and his courtship and
marriage to Mary Todd. Then the author focuses on the presidential years (1861 to 1865), skillfullly
explaining the many complex issues Lincoln grappled with as he led a deeply divided nation through
the Civil War. The book’s final chapter is a moving account of that tragic evening in Ford’s Theatre
on April 14, 1865. Concludes with a sampling of Lincoln writings and a detailed list of Lincoln
historical sites. This title has been selected as a Common Core Text Exemplar (Grades 2-3, Read

Aloud Informational Text).
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Customer Reviews

This work is perhaps the most complete and enjoyable children’s book ever written about one of the
nation’s most fascinating and important figures, Abraham Lincoln. Russell Freedman covers
Lincoln’s life and career in a balanced treatment that is enhanced by period photographs and
drawings. The book won the Newbery Medal, the Jefferson Cup Award and the Golden Kite Honor

Book Award, and earned a citation as School Library Journal Best Book of the Year.



This Newbery Award-winning study of our 16th president is highly readable and meticulously
organized. In a boxed review, PW hailed it as a "superb, encompassing account" of "an intriguing,

recognizable human being." Ages 8-12. Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Great book for young readers. Honestly, | usually dislike any type of biographies, but this was
different. The photos and drawings not only broke up the text and made the reading more inviting,
but they were quite interesting in their own right. The many facts, especially direct quotes, of Lincoln
were intriguing and some funny. Slavery was a AfA¢A 4 -A A“monstrous

injustice. AfA¢A a4 -A A-ltwas a AfA¢A a4 -A AcancerAfA¢A a -A A-threatening to grow out
of control AfA¢A a -A A“in a nation originally dedicated to the inalienable rights of

man.AfA¢A & -A A Lincoln agreed with others that he was rather homely referring once to his
AfA¢A a -A A“poor, lean, lank face.AfA¢A & -A A+ When a rival called him

AfA¢A a -A A“wo-facedAfA¢A a -A A.during a political debate, Lincoln replied:

AfA¢A a -A A“lleave it to my audience If | had another face, do you think IAfA¢A a -A a,¢d
wear this one?AfA¢A a4 —-A A- Some of the letters included reveal a man of great penmanship and
great words. What struck me most throughout the book was the ending. He seemed to be aware
that he would die by assassination, and accepted such. AfA¢A a4 -A A“If | wore a shirt of mail, and
kept myself surrounded by a bodyguard, it would be all the same. There are a thousand ways of
getting at a man if it is desired that he should be killed. AfA¢A a -A A+ And later he had a dream
that he was wandering through the White House but no one was around until he reached the East
Room, where a wake was held. When he asked AfA¢A & -A A“Who is dead in the White
House?AfA¢A & -A A-the answer was AfA¢A a -A A“The President, he was killed by an
assassin.AfA¢A a -A As At that point he woke in his dream. In all, a fascinating look at an ordinary
man who lived a more-than-ordinary life, devoting it to leading his loved country.

AfA¢A a -A A“AfA¢A a -A AJl have no other so great (ambition) as that of being truly esteemed
of my fellow men, by rendering myself worthy of their esteem.AfA¢A 4 -A A- This book reads
more like an adventure than a biography, but contains everything one could hope to learn from a

biography.

Great little book - good for elementary age (if you believe in old fashioned education) or Jr High age
(if you believe in the dumbed-down public education model we live with today. Quick, easy read,

and no "revised" or "rewritten" History in it. Seller is great and would do business with them again.



It does say Photobiography... :-\ but still whish it had more text content. Overal | would recommend
the book and buy again as a gift for another in the future or for younger children 6 to older...if
nothing else it has pictures. My son is using this book for another school project and enjoys the

book very much. | have added a star.

Very interesting about the life of Lincoln, and it's not too difficult to read. It gave me more knowledge

about our 16th president.

Got book for summer reading for my daughter. Very informative and easy to follow. You’ll learn a lot

about him.

| bought this book for my son’s 11th birthday. He’s always been interested in President Lincoln
because they have the same birthday (albeit different years!). This book was the last present he
opened - after the gameboy, the new game, and several other books. The gameboy went on the
table and the book came out. He read for nearly an hour, occasionally stopping to fill me in on tidbits
from the book. The book is very interesting reading, even for adults, and is written in such a way to

capture the reader’s interest from the beginning. | would highly recommend it!

I’'m sure that there are plenty of biographies out there on President Lincoln, but | have not seen any
that give us as good a kid-friendly view on him until this one. The photos add an unparalleled
personality that draws in the reader, and they truly are beautiful. The book presents a great
summary of Lincoln’s life and-- most impressively-- even tackles some of the darker moments, as is
approriate for the target elementary/middle school audience. It is informatve and an easy,

educational read that should prove great for research.

| loved this book about Lincoln. It had very interesting facts and pictures about his life and career
and kept my son’s attention the entire time he read the book. He never wanted to put it down and
completed it within a few days. | would definitely recommend it to others with young children

studying the Civil War time period.
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